DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Health and Hospitals
Bureau of Health Services Financing

Pregnant Women Extended Services
Substance Abuse Screening and Intervention Services
(LAC 50:XV.Chapter 163)

The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of
Health Services Financing amends LAC 50:XV.Chapter 163
in the Medical Assistance Program as authorized by R.S.
36:254 and pursuant to Title XIX of the Social Security Act.
This Emergency Rule is promulgated in accordance with the
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S.
49:953(B)(1) et seq., and shall be in effect for the maximum
period allowed under the Act or until adoption of the final
Rule, whichever occurs first.

The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of
Health Services Financing provides expanded coverage of
certain dental services rendered to Medicaid -eligible
pregnant women who are in need of periodontal treatment as
a means of improving the overall health of mothers and their
newborns (Louisiana Register, Volume 30, Number 3).

As part of the Department of Health and Hospital’s
ongoing initiative to improve birth outcomes in the state, the
Bureau of Health Services Financing, in collaboration with
the Office of Behavioral Health, promulgated an Emergency
Rule which adopted provisions to establish Medicaid
coverage for substance abuse screening and brief
intervention services rendered to Medicaid eligible pregnant
women (Louisiana Register, Volume 37, Number 4).
Research has shown that tobacco dependence and substance
abuse intervention programs targeted to pregnant women
improves the overall health of the mother and reduces the
occurrences of low birth-weight babies and perinatal deaths.
It is anticipated that these new services will improve birth
outcomes and subsequently reduce Medicaid costs
associated with the care of pregnant women and their babies.

The department promulgated an Emergency Rule which
amended the April 1, 2011 Emergency Rule in order to
require providers to use the Louisiana Health Assessment
Referral and Treatment System (LaHART) to receive
payment for substance abuse screening and brief
intervention services rendered to Medicaid eligible pregnant
women (Louisiana Register, Volume 38, Number 11).
LaHART is a web-based, prenatal behavioral health
screening system that screens for tobacco, drug and alcohol
abuse as well as domestic violence.

The department now proposes to amend the November 20,
2012 Emergency Rule in order to allow additional LaHART
screening and brief intervention services during the service
limit time period under certain circumstances. This action is
being taken to promote the health and welfare of Medicaid
eligible pregnant women and to reduce the Medicaid costs
associated with the care of pregnant women and their babies.

Effective January 20, 2013, the Department of Health and
Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing amends the
provisions of the November 20, 2012 Emergency Rule
governing Medicaid coverage of substance abuse screening
and brief intervention services rendered to Medicaid eligible
pregnant women.

Title 50
PUBLIC HEALTH—MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
Part XV. Services for Special Populations

Subpart 13. Pregnant Women Extended Services

Chapter 163. Substance Abuse Screening and
Intervention Services
§16301. General Provisions

A. Effective for dates of service on or after April 1, 2011,
the department shall provide coverage of substance abuse
screening and brief intervention services rendered to
Medicaid eligible pregnant women with the Louisiana
Health Assessment Referral and Treatment system.

B. Substance abuse screening and intervention services
may be performed with the Louisiana Health Assessment
Referral and Treatment system at the discretion of the
medical professional providing care to the pregnant woman.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 39:
§16303. Scope of Services

A. Screening services shall include the screening of
pregnant women with the Louisiana Health Assessment
Referral and Treatment system for the use of:

1. alcohol;

2. tobacco;

3. drugs; and/or

4. domestic violence.

B. Intervention services shall include a brief 15-30
minute counseling session with a health care professional
intended to help motivate the recipient to develop a plan to
moderate or cease their use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.

C. Service Limits. Substance abuse screening and
intervention services shall be limited to one occurrence each
per pregnancy, or once every 270 days.

1. If the patient experiences a miscarriage or fetal
death and becomes pregnant within the 270 day period, all
LaHART screening and brief intervention services will be
reimbursed for the subsequent pregnancy.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 39:
§16305. Reimbursement Methodology

A. Effective for dates of service on or after April 1, 2011,
the Medicaid Program shall provide reimbursement for
substance abuse screening and intervention services
rendered to Medicaid eligible pregnant women.

B. Reimbursement for these services shall be a flat fee
based on the appropriate Healthcare Common Procedure
Coding (HCPC) code.

C. Effective for dates of service on or after January 1,
2013, Medicaid reimbursement for substance abuse
screening and intervention services shall only be made to
providers with documented use of the LaHART system.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 39:

Implementation of the provisions of this Rule may be
contingent upon the approval of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS), if it is determined that
submission to CMS for review and approval is required.



Interested persons may submit written comments to J.
Ruth Kennedy, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.O.
Box 91030, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9030. She is
responsible for responding to inquiries regarding this
Emergency Rule. A copy of this Emergency Rule is available
for review by interested parties at parish Medicaid offices.
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